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Fiction 

 

The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog (2016) 
By Adam Gitwitz (author) and Hatem Aly (illustrator) 
 

Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who has fled his 
burning village; and Jeanne, a peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are 
accompanied by Jeanne's loyal greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently brought back from the 
dead. Told in multiple voices, in a style reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales, our narrator 
collects their stories and the saga of these three unlikely allies begins to come together. 
 

 

Posted (2017) By John David Anderson 
 

In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right 
words can win you friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. 
Sometimes they can change things forever. 
When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, 
and Bench come up with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all 
around the school. It catches on, and soon all the kids in school are leaving notes—though for 
every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as well. 
In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. 
Rose is not like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of 
friends Frost has made for himself won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, 
and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that after this year, nothing will 
ever be the same. 

 

 

Restart (2017) By Gordon Korman 
 

Chase Ambrose forgets everything after falling off a roof and losing consciousness. He forgets 
his name. He forgets his parents. He forgets what he was doing up there on that roof. And he 
forgets that he's the biggest bully at Hiawassee Middle School, along with his two best buddies 
Aaron and Bear. 
Chase is shocked to learn how he bullied and tormented kids at school. He ruined lives. One kid 
left town because of him. And worst of all, even his little half-sister is terrified of him. Was he 
really such a monster? Determined to reinvent himself, Chase joins video club and befriends 
some of the kids who used to consider him a number-one enemy. 
But some people aren't so quick to forgive and forget. Can Chase really change who he is? Or 
will the old him merely come back over time? 
 



 

The Secret Keepers (2016) By Trenton Lee Stewart 
 

When Reuben discovers an extraordinary antique watch, he soon learns it has a secret power 
and his life takes an intriguing turn. At first he is thrilled with his new treasure, but as one 
secret leads to another, Reuben finds himself torn between his innately honest nature and the 
lure to be a hero. 
Now he is on a dangerous adventure--full of curious characters, treacherous traps, and 
hairsbreadth escapes--as he races to solve the mystery before it is too late. Even with fearless 
Penny, mighty Jack, and the wise Mrs. Genevieve on his side, can Reuben outwit and 
outmaneuver the sly villain called The Smoke and his devious defenders the Directions and 
save the city from a terrible fate? 
 

 

Miss Ellicott’s School for the Magically Minded (2017) By Sage Blackwood 
 

Chantel would much rather focus on her magic than on curtsying, which is why she often finds 
herself in trouble at Miss Ellicott’s School for Magical Maidens. But when Miss Ellicott 
mysteriously disappears along with all the other sorceresses in the city, Chantel’s behavior 
becomes the least of her problems. 
Without any magic protecting the city, it is up to Chantel and her friends to save the Kingdom. 
On a dangerous mission, Chantel will discover a crossbow-wielding boy, a dragon, and a new, 
fiery magic that burns inside her—but can she find the sorceresses and transform Lightning 
Pass into the city it was meant to be? 
 

 

The Someday Birds (2017) By Sally J. Pla 
 

Charlie’s perfectly ordinary life has been unraveling ever since his war journalist father was 
injured in Afghanistan. 
When his father heads from California to Virginia for medical treatment, Charlie reluctantly 
travels cross-country with his boy-crazy sister, unruly brothers, and a mysterious new family 
friend. He decides that if he can spot all the birds that he and his father were hoping to see 
someday along the way, then everything might just turn out okay. 
 

 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain (2016) By John Boyne 
 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his aunt 
Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy Austrian household. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 
and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the 
Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. 
Pierrot is quickly taken under Hitler's wing and thrown into an increasingly dangerous new 
world: a world of terror, secrets, and betrayal from which he may never be able to escape. 
 

 

 

The Golden Compass - Graphic Novel (Volume 1 of 3 - 2015) By Philip Pullman, 
adapted by Stephanie Melchior, art by Clement Oubrerie 

 
Lyra Belacqua is content to run wild among the scholars of Jordan College, with her dæmon 
familiar always by her side. But the arrival of her fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel, draws her to the 
heart of a terrible struggle—a struggle born of Gobblers and stolen children, and a mysterious 
substance known as Dust. As she hurtles toward danger in the cold far North, Lyra never 
suspects the shocking truth: she alone is destined to win—or to lose—this more-than-mortal 



battle. 
 

 

Front Lines (2016) By Michael Grant 
 

World War II, 1942. A court decision makes women subject to the draft and eligible for service. 
The unproven American army is going up against the greatest fighting force ever assembled, 
the armed forces of Nazi Germany. 
Three girls sign up to fight. Rio Richlin, Frangie Marr, and Rainy Schulterman are average girls, 
girls with dreams and aspirations, at the start of their lives, at the start of their loves. Each has 
her own reasons for volunteering: Rio fights to honor her sister; Frangie needs money for her 
family; Rainy wants to kill Germans. For the first time they leave behind their homes and 
families—to go to war. 
These three daring young women will play their parts in the war to defeat evil and save the 
human race. As the fate of the world hangs in the balance, they will discover the roles that 
define them on the front lines. They will fight the greatest war the world has ever known. 
 

 

Minrs (2015, series) By Kevin Sylvester 
 

Christopher Nichols and his family live on a new planet, Perses, as colonists of Melming 
Mining’s Great Mission to save the earth. Dozens of families like Christopher’s have relocated, 
too, like his best friend Elena Rosales. 
A communications blackout with Earth hits, and all of Perses is on its own for three months. 
It’s okay, though, because the colonists have prepared, stockpiling food and resources to 
survive. But they never prepared for an attack. 
Landers, as the attackers are called, obliterate the colony to steal the metal and raw ore. Now 
in a race against time, Christopher, along with a small group of survivors, are forced into the 
maze of mining tunnels. The kids run. They hide. But can they survive? 
 

 

Some Kind of Courage (2016) By Dan Gemeinhart 
 

Joseph Johnson has lost just about everyone he’s ever loved. He lost his pa in an accident. He 
lost his ma and his little sister to sickness. And now, he’s lost his pony-fast, fierce, beautiful 
Sarah, taken away by a man who had no right to take her. 
Joseph can sure enough get her back, though. The odds are stacked against him, but he isn’t 
about to give up. He will face down deadly animals, dangerous men, and the fury of nature 
itself on his quest to be reunited with the only family he has left. 
Because Joseph Johnson may have lost just about everything. But he hasn’t lost hope. And he 
hasn’t lost the fire in his belly that says he’s getting his Sarah back-no matter what. 
 

 

One for the Murphys (2013) By Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 

Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls high and thick. But the day 
she becomes a foster child, and moves in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This loving, 
bustling family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought existed, and she feels like 
an alien in their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite her resistance, the Murphys 
eventually show her what it feels like to belong--until her mother wants her back and Carley 
has to decide where and how to live. She's not really a Murphy, but the gifts they've given her 
have opened up a new future. 



 

Slacker (2016) By Gordon Korman 
 

Cameron Boxer is very happy to spend his life avoiding homework, hanging out with his 
friends, and gaming for hours in his basement. It's not too hard for him to get away with it . . . 
until he gets so caught up in one game that he almost lets his house burn down around him. 
Oops. 
It's time for some serious damage control--so Cameron and his friends invent a fake school 
club that will make it seem like they're doing good deeds instead of slacking off. The problem? 
Some kids think the club is real--and Cameron is stuck being president.  Soon Cameron is part 
of a mission to save a beaver named Elvis from certain extinction. Along the way, he makes 
some new friends--and some powerful new enemies. The guy who never cared about anything 
is now at the center of everything . . . and it's going to take all his slacker skills to win this 
round.  

 

 

Spy School (2013, series) By Stuart Gibbs 
 

Can an undercover nerd become a superstar agent? Ben Ripley sure hopes so—and his life may 
depend on it!  Ben Ripley may only be in middle school, but he’s already pegged his dream job: 
C.I.A. or bust. Unfortunately for him, his personality doesn’t exactly scream “secret agent.” In 
fact, Ben is so awkward, he can barely get to school and back without a mishap. Because of his 
innate nerdiness, Ben is not surprised when he is recruited for a magnet school with a focus on 
science—but he’s entirely shocked to discover that the school is actually a front for a junior 
C.I.A. academy. Could the C.I.A. really want him? 

 

 

The Breadwinner (2000, Part 1 of a trilogy) By Deborah Ellis 
 

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building 
in Kabul, Afghanistan's capital city. Parvana's father - a history teacher until his school was 
bombed and his health destroyed - works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, 
reading letters for people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested for the crime of 
having a foreign education, and the family is left without someone who can earn money or even 
shop for food.  As conditions for the family grow desperate, only one solution emerges. 
Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy, and become the 
breadwinner. 

 

The Prisoner of Cell 25 (2011, series) By Richard Paul Evans 
 

The first book in the Michael Vey series.  To everyone at Meridian High School, Michael Vey is 
an ordinary fourteen-year-old. In fact, the only thing that seems to set him apart is the fact that 
he has Tourette’s syndrome. But Michael is anything but ordinary. Michael has special powers. 
Electric powers. 
 
 
 
 



 

A Single Shard (2003) By Linda Sue Park 
 

Winner of the 2002 Newbery Medal.  Tree-ear, an orphan, lives under a bridge in Ch’ulp’o, a 
potters’ village famed for delicate celadon ware. He has become fascinated with the potter’s 
craft; he wants nothing more than to watch master potter Min at work, and he dreams of 
making a pot of his own someday. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Selection (2013-2015, 4 book series) By Kiera Klass 
 

For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape the life 
laid out for them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. 
To live in a palace and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, 
being Selected is a nightmare. 

 

The Penderwicks (2007, series) By Jeanne Birdsall 
 

This summer the Penderwick sisters have a wonderful surprise: a holiday on the grounds of a 
beautiful estate called Arundel. Soon they are busy discovering the summertime magic of 
Arundel’s sprawling gardens, treasure-filled attic, tame rabbits, and the cook who makes the 
best gingerbread in Massachusetts. But the best discovery of all is Jeffrey Tifton, son of 
Arundel’s owner, who quickly proves to be the perfect companion for their adventures.The icy-
hearted Mrs. Tifton is not as pleased with the Penderwicks as Jeffrey is, though, and warns the 
new friends to stay out of trouble. Which, of course, they will—won’t they? One thing’s for 
sure: it will be a summer the Penderwicks will never forget. 
 

 

Listen, Slowly (2015) By Thanhha Lai 
 

A California girl born and raised, Mai can't wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, 
though, she has to travel to Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going back to find out what 
really happened to her husband during the Vietnam War. Mai's parents think this trip will be a 
great opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her culture. But to Mai, 
those are their roots, not her own. Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to be. 
Besides barely speaking the language, she doesn't know the geography, the local customs, or 
even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, Mai must find a balance between her two 
completely different worlds. 

 

 

Fish in a Tree (2015) By Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, 
she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is 
afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. 
Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker.  

 



 

The Maze Runner (2009, series) By James Dashner 
 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s 
surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Nice to meet ya, shank. 
Welcome to the Glade. Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, 
ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive.  Everything 
is going to change. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is 
terrifying.  Remember. Survive. Run. 

 

 

Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading (2012, series) By Tommy Greenwald 

  

Charlie Joe Jackson may be the most reluctant reader ever born. And so far, he's managed to get 

through life without ever reading an entire book from cover to cover. But now that he's in 

middle school, avoiding reading isn't as easy as it used to be. And when his friend Timmy 

McGibney decides that he's tired of covering for him, Charlie Joe finds himself resorting to 

desperate measures to keep his perfect record intact. 

  

 

Non-fiction 

 

Escape!: The Story of Great Houdini (2008) By Sid Fleishman 

How did he walk through walls, escape drowning, and shatter iron chains that were tightly 
wrapped around him? 
The rare photos in this book might help you figure it out. So might the exclusive update about 
the rumor that Houdini was poisoned. But just remember, a true magician never reveals his 
tricks 
 

 

Famous Phonies: Legends, Fakes, and Frauds Who Changed History (2014) By 
Brianna Dumont 

Fakes, frauds, and phonies. Sounds like a book filled with criminals and delinquents, doesn’t 
it? Well, it’s not. Some of the biggest names in history can be found between these pages—
and the light isn’t flattering. (We’re looking at you, George “I must not tell a lie” Washington.) 
Famous Phonies: Legends, Fakes, and Frauds Who Changed History is the first book in a new 
nonfiction middle grade series that will explore the underbelly of history, making you 
question everything you thought you knew about history’s finest. Follow the fake lives of 
these twelve history-changers to uncover the fabrications of the famous, and the should-be-
famous! 
 

 

Candy Bomber: The Story of the Berlin Airlift’s “Chocolate Pilot” (2010) By 
Michael O. Tunnell 

After World War II the United States and Britain airlifted food and supplies into Russian-
blockaded West Berlin. US Air Force Lieutenant Gail S. Halvorsen knew the children of the city 
were suffering. To lift their spirits, he began dropping chocolate and gum by parachute. 



 

 

Child Soldier: When Boys and Girls are Used in War (2016) By Michel 
Chikwanine (author), Jessica Dee Humphries (author) and Claudia Davila 
(illustrator) 

Michel Chikwanine was five years old when he was abducted from his school-yard soccer 
game in the Democratic Republic of Congo and forced to become a soldier for a brutal rebel 
militia. Against the odds, Michel managed to escape and find his way back to his family, but 
he was never the same again. After immigrating to Canada, Michel was encouraged by a 
teacher to share what happened to him in order to raise awareness about child soldiers 
around the world, and this book is part of that effort. Told in the first person and presented 
in a graphic novel format, the gripping story of Michel's experience is moving and unsettling. 
But the humanity he exhibits in the telling, along with Claudia Dávila's illustrations, which 
evoke rather than depict the violent elements of the story, makes the book accessible for this 
age group and, ultimately, reassuring and hopeful. The back matter contains further 
information, as well as suggestions for ways children can help. This is a perfect resource for 
engaging youngsters in social studies lessons on global awareness and social justice issues, 
and would easily spark classroom discussions about conflict, children's rights and even 
bullying. Michel's actions took enormous courage, but he makes clear that he was and still is 
an ordinary person, no different from his readers. He believes everyone can do something to 
make the world a better place, and so he shares what his father told him: ?If you ever think 
you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping in a room with a mosquito.? (graphic 
novel) 
 

 

Dive!: World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific (2016) By 
Deborah Hopkinson 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the US entered World War II in December 1941 with 
only 44 Naval submarines - many of them dating from the 1920s. With the Pacific battleship 
fleet decimated after Pearl Harbor, it was up to the feisty and heroic sailors aboard the US 
submarines to stop the Japanese invasion across the Pacific. 
Using first-person accounts, archival materials, official Naval documents, and photographs, 
award-winning author Deborah Hopkinson brings the voices and exploits of these brave men 
to life. 
 
 

 

DNA Detective (2015) By Tanya Lloyd Kyi 

It’ll take a genetics genius to solve this crime ... 
In the center of almost every cell in our bodies, there’s a piece of DNA designed to give the 
body instructions like: “Create two legs, two arms, two eyes, and one nose.” But how can so 
much information be squeezed into such a tiny space? 
In DNA Detective, Lloyd Kyi unravels the mystery of our genetic blueprint. She explains the 
basics of genetics in simple, clear language, and reveals the fascinating, and frequently 
entertaining stories of the researchers who discovered pieces of the DNA puzzle. 
As they learn the science of genes, readers will apply what they learn at the end of each 
chapter in an engaging challenge: helping a young detective eliminate suspects to solve a 
major crime, based on a real-world case. 



 

 

Dogs of War (2013) By Sheila Keenan and Nathan Fox 

Dogs of War tells the stories of the canine military heroes of World War I, World War II, and 
the Vietnam War and of the bonds between soldier and dog. These three fictional stories are 
inspired by historic battles and real military practices, and are heroic adventures, rendered 
with fascinating detail, about the faithful dogs who braved bombs, barrages, and battles to 
save the lives of countless soldiers. 
Based on the real-life roles of military dogs that worked as Red Cross workers, messengers, 
scouts, search-and-rescue teams, sentries, and mascots, Dogs of War captures the 
devastation brought on by war and the celebrations of life and friendship between boys and 
their dogs. (graphic novel) 

 

 

Samurai Rising (2016) By Pamela S. Turner 

This epic warrior tale reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in 
Japanese history. 
When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a rival samurai family—and 
lost. His father was killed, his mother captured, and his surviving half-brother banished. 
Yoshitsune was sent away to live in a monastery. Skinny, small, and unskilled in the warrior 
arts, he nevertheless escaped and learned the ways of the samurai. When the time came for 
the Minamoto clan to rise up against their enemies, Yoshitsune answered the call. His daring 
feats and impossible bravery earned him immortality. 

 

 

Genius! The Most Astonishing Inventions of All Time (2015) By Deborah 
Kespert 

Combining lively, entertaining stories with well-illustrated information on the inventions and 
their implications, as well as an activities section with mini-experiments for the budding 
inventor, Genius! brings all the excitement of scientific invention alive for children growing 
up in an increasingly technology-oriented world.  The book is divided into five key thematic 
sections: Pioneers, Communication, Technology, Transport, and Into Space. Read about how 
the innovators who brought us today’s world of communications, the Internet, fast travel, 
space exploration, and entertainment faced challenges and dangers as they dared to create 
new machines and technologies. 
 

 

Saving the Ghost of the Mountain: An Expedition Among Snow Leopards in 
Mongolia (2009) By Sy Montgomery and Nic Bishop 

People call it “The Ghost of the Mountain,” for those who live among snow leopards almost 
never see one. Beautiful spotted coats conceal these elusive cats in their rocky, high-altitude 
habitat―a place where temperatures are often cold enough to freeze human tears. A thick, 
long tail for balance helps snow leopards spring at their prey from great distances―prey that 
is often three times its own size. Slinking along the Mongolian mountain ridges, the snow 
leopards are invisible―and almost impossible to study. 

 



 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club (2015) 
By Phillip M. Hoose 
 

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed 
of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a 
handful of schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their 
secret club after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed 
countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked 
down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual 
imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative 
with the recollections of Knud himself, here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young 
war heroes. 
 

 

Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon 
(2012)  By Steve Sheinkin 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When 
placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery 
launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, 
Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force 
slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the 
desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This 
is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's 
most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb.  

 

What a Great Idea!: Inventions That Changed the World (2003) By Stephen M. 
Tomecek and Dan Stuckenschneider 

Rather than presenting a "how it works" compendium or a series of mini-biographies, 
Tomecek puts significant inventions and discoveries in a historical context. Dividing the text 
into five broad time periods, he offers a series of essays on important advances that occurred 
in each "age." For example, the Metal Age (3500 B.C.-A.D. 1) includes discussions of 
measurement, money, irrigation, waterwheels, and maps. Each two-page explanation 
provides some background and a brief description of how the invention works as well as 
information about its impact on society and on later discoveries. What emerges is a sense of 
interconnectedness that other books often lack.  

 

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous (2012) By Georgia 
Bragg 
 

Over the course of history men and women have lived and died. In fact, getting sick and 
dying can be a big, ugly mess-especially before the modern medical care that we all enjoy 
today. How They Croaked relays all the gory details of how nineteen world figures gave up 
the ghost.  This book specifically looks at the lives and unpleasant 'ends' of some of the 
worlds most famous people including King Tut, Cleopatra, Henry VIII, Pocahontas, George 
Washington, Edgar Allan Poe, Charles Darwin just to name a few. 
 

http://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Steve+Sheinkin&search-alias=books-ca


 

How They Choked: Failures, Flops, and Flaws of the Awfully Famous (2014) By  
Georgia Bragg 

 
Everyone makes mistakes. Sometimes, epic failures even lead to super successes . . . 
sometimes they become deep dark secrets. But remember--to fail is human, to laugh 
about our shortcomings divine. From Montezuma II's mistaking a conqueror for a god to 
Isaac Newton turning from science to alchemy to J. Bruce Ismay's jumping the lifeboat line 
on the Titanic, How They Choked knocks fourteen famous achievers off their pedestals to 
reveal the human side of history. 
 

 

The Day the World Exploded: The Earthshaking Catastrophe at Krakatoa (2008) 
By Simon Winchester 
 

Eruptions. 
Explosions. 
Shock waves. 
Tsunamis. 
The almighty explosion that destroyed the volcano island of Krakatoa was followed by an 
immense tsunami that killed more than thirty thousand people. The effects of the waves 
were felt as far away as France, and bodies were washed up in Zanzibar. 
Today, one hundred and twenty-five years after the volcano erupted in one of the greatest 
catastrophes the world has ever known, the name Krakatoa is still synonymous with 
disaster. 

 

 

The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible on 
Schindler's List (2013) By Leon Leyson 
 

Leon Leyson was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was 
forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, 
Leyson was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon 
Goeth, commandant of Plaszow, the concentration camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it 
was the generosity and cunning of one man, a man named Oskar Schindler, who saved 
Leon Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his four siblings, by 
adding their names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became world renowned: 
Schindler’s List. 
 

 

I am Malala (2013) By Malala Yousafzai 
 

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They 
said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said 
girls couldn't go to school. 
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to 
stand up for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 
9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus 
on her way home from school.  No one expected her to survive. 
 

 I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives (2015) By Caitlyn 
Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 
 

It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student 



 

somewhere in a distant place. Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There 
were only ten letters, and forty kids in his class. But he was the top student, so he got the 
first one.  That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and 
changed two lives. 
 

 
 

 

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion ad teh Fall of Imperial Russia (2014) 
By Candace Fleming 
 

Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs—at once an intimate 
portrait of Russia's last royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. Using captivating 
photos and compelling first person accounts, award-winning author Candace Fleming 
(Amelia Lost; The Lincolns) deftly maneuvers between the imperial family’s extravagant 
lives and the plight of Russia's poor masses. 

  

 


