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The Unbreakable Code (2017, series) By Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 

Book 2 in The Book Scavenger series.  Mr. Quisling is definitely up to something mysterious, and 
Emily and James are on high alert. First, there’s the coded note he drops at a book event. Then 
they uncover a trail of encrypted messages in Mark Twain-penned books hidden through Book 
Scavenger. What’s most suspicious is that each hidden book triggers a fire.  As the sleuthing 
friends dig deeper, they discover Mr. Quisling has been hunting a legendary historical puzzle: the 
Unbreakable Code. This new mystery is irresistible, but Emily and James can’t ignore the signs 
that Mr. Quisling might be the arsonist. The clock is ticking as the fires multiply, and Emily and 
James race to crack the code of a lifetime.  

 

Mastermind: Payback (2017, series) By Gordon Korman 

This is the final book in the bestselling Masterminds series — about a group of kids who discover 
they were cloned from the DNA of some of the greatest criminal masterminds in history.  After a 
serious betrayal from one of their former friends, the clones of Project Osiris are on the run 
again. Now, separated into pairs, Eli and Tori and Amber and Malik are fighting to survive in the 
real world. Amber and Malik track down the one person they think can help them prove the 
existence of Project Osiris, notorious mob boss Gus Alabaster, also known as Malik’s DNA donor. 
But as Malik gets pulled into the criminal world — tantalized by hints of a real family — his 
actions put him and Amber into greater danger. 

 

Wings of Fire: Darkness of Dragons (2017, series) By Tui T. Sutherland 

This 10 book series comes to a conclusion this summer.  A young NightWing may have had the 
first true prophecy in generations . . . 

Something is coming to shake the earth Something is coming to scorch the ground Jade 
Mountain will fall beneath thunder and ice Unless the lost city of night can be found.  Will the 
return of Darkstalker bring a horrible future to Pyrrhia? Or can five young dragons save the 
world again? 

 

Hello, Universe (2017) By Erin Entrada Kelly (author) and Isabel Roxas (illustrator) 

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted 
and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, 
brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-
proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so that he can concentrate on 
basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet 



guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest 
to find the missing Virgil. Sometimes four can do what one cannot. Through luck, smarts, 
bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and 
friendship blooms.  

 

The Babysitter’s Guide to Monster Hunting (2017, series) By Joe Ballerini (author) 
and Vivienne To 

When middle schooler Kelly Ferguson’s Halloween plans switch from party-going to babysitting, 
she thinks the scariest part of her night will be the death of her social life. But then Baby Jacob 
gets kidnapped by the Boogeyman’s minions and Kelly learns there’s a whole lot more to 
childcare than free snacks and Netflix. Like chasing shadow monsters, drop-kicking Toadies, and 
mastering monster-fighting moves like the Naptime Headlock and Playground Punch. 

Now, with the help of an ancient handbook and a secret society of butt-kicking babysitters, Kelly 
sets out to destroy the Boogeyman before he brings Jacob’s nightmares to life. But when the 
monsters’ trail leads to her school’s big Halloween bash, Kelly will have to prove she can save the 
world—without totally embarrassing herself in front of her friends. 

 

Real Friends (2017) By Shannon Hale(author) and LeUyen Pham (illustrator) 

When best friends are not forever . . . 

Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they were little. But one day, 
Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the most popular girl in class and the leader of a 
circle of friends called The Group. Everyone in The Group wants to be Jen's #1, and 
some girls would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it means bullying others. 

Now every day is like a roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and Adrienne stay friends? 
Can she stand up for herself? And is she in The Group―or out? 

 

Compass South (2016) By Hope Larson (author) and Rebecca Monk (illustrator) 

It's 1860 in New York City. When 12-year-old twins Alexander and Cleopatra's father disappears, 
they join the Black Hook Gang and are caught by the police pulling off a heist. They agree to 
reveal the identity of the gang in exchange for tickets to New Orleans. But once there, Alex is 
shanghaied to work on a ship that is heading for San Francisco via Cape Horn. Cleo stows away 
on a steamer to New Granada where she hopes to catch a train to San Francisco to find her 
brother. Neither Alexander nor Cleo realizes the real danger they are in-they are being followed 
by pirates who think they hold the key to treasure. How they outwit the pirates and find each 
other makes for a fast-paced, breathtaking adventure. (graphic novel) 



 

Scar Island (2017) By Dan Gemeinhart 

Jonathan Grisby is the newest arrival at the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys-an 
ancient, crumbling fortress of gray stone rising up from the ocean. It is dark, damp, and dismal. 
And it is just the place Jonathan figures he deserves. Because Jonathan has done something 
terrible. And he's willing to accept whatever punishment he has coming. Just as he's getting used 
to his new situation, however, a freak accident leaves the troubled boys of Slabhenge without 
any adult supervision. Suddenly the kids are free, with an entire island to themselves. But 
freedom brings unexpected danger. And if Jonathan can't come to terms with the sins of his past 
and lead his new friends to safety... then every boy on the island is doomed. Dan Gemeinhart's 
most gripping novel yet, this is a tale of misfits and outcasts at odds and in peril, and a 
redemption story that shines a light on dark truths to reveal that the strongest prisons of all are 
the ones we build for ourselves. 

 

Star Wars: Guardians of the Whills (2017) By Greg Rucka 

An exciting adventure about two of the brave heroes from the smash hit movie Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story!  On the desert world of Jedha, in the Holy City, friends Baze and Chirrut used to 
be Guardians of the Whills, who looked after the Kyber Temple and the devoted pilgrims who 
worshipped there. Then the Empire came and took over the planet. The temple was destroyed 
and the people scattered. Now Baze and Chirrut do what they can to resist the Empire and 
protect the people of Jedha, but it never seems to be enough. Then a man named Saw Gerrera 
arrives, with a militia of his own and grand plans to take down the Empire. It seems like the 
perfect way for Baze and Chirrut to make a real difference and help the people of Jedha live 
better lives. But will it come at too great a cost? 

 

The Explorers: Door in the Alley (2017) By Adrienne Kress 

This is one of those stories that start with a pig in a teeny hat. It’s not the one you’re thinking 
about. (This story is way better than that one.) 

This pig-in-a-teeny-hat story starts when a very uninquisitive boy stumbles upon a very 
mysterious society. After that, there is danger and adventure; there are missing persons, hired 
thugs, a hidden box, a lost map, and famous explorers; and there is a girl looking for help that 
only uninquisitive boys can offer. 

 

Woof: A Bowser and Birdie Novel (2015, series) By Spencer Quinn 

When a prize stuffed marlin is stolen from Grammy's bait and tackle shop, Birdie and Bowser 
decide to take on the case. But what looks like a straight-forward break-in soon becomes as 
tangled as a tourist's fishing line.  Was Grammy hiding a treasure map in the marlin? What's up 
with Old Man Straker, owner of a rival tackle shop, and his juvenile delinquent son? And most 
sinister of all, why does it suddenly look as if someone wants to harm Birdie? 



 

The Books of Elsewhere (2011, series) By Jacqueline West 
 

This house is keeping secrets . . . 
When eleven-year-old Olive and her parents move into the crumbling mansion on Linden Street 
and find it filled with mysterious paintings, Olive knows the place is creepy—but it isn’t until she 
encounters its three talking cats that she realizes there’s something darkly magical afoot. Then 
Olive finds a pair of antique spectacles in a dusty drawer and discovers the most peculiar thing 
yet: She can travel inside the house’s spooky paintings to a world that’s strangely quiet . . . and 
eerily sinister. But in entering Elsewhere, Olive has been ensnared in a mystery darker and more 
dangerous than she could have imagined, confronting a power that wants to be rid of her by any 
means necessary. With only the cats and an unusual boy she meets in Elsewhere on her side, it’s 
up to Olive to save the house from the shadows, before the lights go out for good. 
 

 

Pax (2015) By Sarah Pennypacker and Jon Klassen 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one day, the 
unimaginable happens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return the fox to the 
wild.  At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, Peter knows he isn't 
where he should be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite the encroaching war, spurred 
by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox.  Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for his 
boy, embarks on adventures and discoveries of his own. . . . 

 

The Last Kids on Earth and the Zombie Parade (2016) By Max Brallier (author) and 
Douglas Holgate (illustrator)  

The zombies are disappearing. This might seem like a good thing, since zombies eat your brains, 
but normal human kid Jack Sullivan is suspicious. He keeps hearing an eerie shrieking noise that 
seems to be almost summoning the zombies—but to where, and for what (probably) foul 
purpose? 

Jack, his three best friends (maybe the only people left on Earth), and their pet monster Rover 
need to get to the bottom of this. Along the way they encounter a lot more than they bargained 
for, including a giant Wormungulous, a pizza parlor monster hangout, an ancient evil who 
destroys worlds, and a stereo system that is totally the bomb. Can Jack figure out why the 
zombies are vanishing . . . before he and his friends are next? 

 

School for S.P.I.E.S. Playing With Fire (2013, Series) By Bruce Hale and Brandon 
Dorman 

Juvenile delinquent and budding pyromaniac Max Segredo belongs in juvie hall. At least, that's 
what his most recent foster family would tell you. Instead, Max ends up on the doorstep of 
Merry Sunshine Orphanage-their very heavily guarded doorstep. As he begins to acclimate to his 
new home, Max learns a few things straightaway: first, cracking a Caesar Cipher isn't as hard as it 
seems; second, never sass your instructor if she's also holding throwing knives; and third, he may 
not be an orphan after all. Soon, Max and the rest of the students are sent on a mission to keep 
a dangerous weapon out of the hands of LOTUS, an international group bent on world 
domination. Of course, all Max cares about is finding out more about his father, the man he's 
now sure is still alive. As the stakes get higher, Max must make some difficult choices, including 



who to trust, and finally learns the true meaning of family. 

 

Raymie Nightingale (2016) By Kate DiCamillo 

Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything, depends on her. And 
she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, then her father, 
who left town two days ago with a dental hygienist, will see Raymie's picture in the paper and 
(maybe) come home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how to 
twirl a baton; she also has to contend with the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante, who 
has a show-business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who’s determined to 
sabotage the contest. But as the competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and unanswerable 
questions draw the three girls into an unlikely friendship — and challenge each of them to come 
to the rescue in unexpected ways. 

 

The Case of the Missing Moonstone (2015, Series) By Jordan Stratford 

Jordan Stratford imagines an alternate 1826, where Ada Lovelace (the world’s first computer 
programmer) and Mary Shelley (author of Frankenstein) meet as girls and form a secret 
detective agency! 
Lady Ada Byron, age eleven, is a genius. Isolated, awkward and a bit rude—but a genius. Mary 
Godwin, age fourteen, is a romantic. Adventurous, astute, and kind, Mary is to become Ada’s 
first true friend. And together, the girls conspire to form the Wollstonecraft Detective Agency—a 
secret constabulary for the apprehension of clever criminals. Their first case involves a stolen 
heirloom, a false confession, and an array of fishy suspects. But it’s no match for the deductive 
powers and bold hearts of Ada and Mary. 
 

 

The Call of the Wild: The Graphic Novel (2010) By Jack London  

Buck is a four year old shepherd dog living a pampered life as an estate dog. His life changes 
when he is suddenly kidnapped and sold into service during the Klondike gold rush, for he is 
made to haul heavy sleds through the deep snow fields. Being in a new environment, he soon 
discovers his dominant primordial instinct. He learns not only to survive, but also flourishes in it. 
 
Jack London's The Call of the Wild is a masterpiece in both its style, which set a standard for 
generations to come, and for its genre, raising adventure writing to the level of classic literature. 
Exciting and entertaining, Buck's story is also intelligent and thought provoking - a story for all 
ages. 
 
 



 

Star Wars: Join the Resistance (2017) By Ben Acker and Ben Blacker (authors) and 
Annie Wu (illustrator) 

Mattis Banz knows that he's meant to be a hero of the galaxy like the legendary Luke Skywalker, 
and when General Leia Organa's Resistance recruits him to join its efforts against the evil First 
Order, he finally has a chance to fulfill his destiny. But the rest of his squadron doesn't seem very 
promising. Sure, there's the Zeltron girl Lorica, famous for her exploits foiling evil smugglers, but 
there's also the swamp boy named Dec, who seems to enjoy causing trouble; Dec's "brother," a 
droid who thinks he's a pilot; Sari, whose imposing size contradicts her sweet nature; and Jo , the 
stuffy group leader with secrets. How is Mattis supposed to be the next Poe Dameron when he 
and his squad mates spend more time in trouble than flying X-wings? The team will have to learn 
how to work together when the going gets tough, or they won't be going anywhere. . . 

 

The Rooftoppers (2013) By Katherine Rundell 

Everyone thinks that Sophie is an orphan. True, there were no other recorded female survivors 
from the shipwreck that left baby Sophie floating in the English Channel in a cello case, but 
Sophie remembers seeing her mother wave for help. Her guardian tells her it is almost 
impossible that her mother is still alive—but “almost impossible” means “still possible.” And you 
should never ignore a possible. 
So when the Welfare Agency writes to her guardian, threatening to send Sophie to an 
orphanage, she takes matters into her own hands and flees to Paris to look for her mother, 
starting with the only clue she has— the address of the cello maker. 

 

 

Loot (2014) By Jude Watson 

On a foggy night in Amsterdam, a man falls from a rooftop to the wet pavement below. It's 
Archibald McQuinn, the notorious cat burglar, and he's dying. As sirens wail in the distance, 
Archie manages to get out two last words to his young son, March: "Find jewels."   But March 
learns that his father is not talking about hidden loot. He's talking about Jules, the twin sister 
March never knew he had. No sooner than the two find each other, they're picked up by the 
police and sent to the world's worst orphanage. It's not hard time, but it feels like it.  

 

Red: The True Story of Red Riding Hood (2016) By Liesl Shurtliff 

Red is not afraid of the big bad wolf. She’s not afraid of anything . . . except magic. 

But when Red’s granny falls ill, it seems that only magic can save her, and fearless Red is 
forced to confront her one weakness. 

With the help of a blond, porridge-sampling nuisance called Goldie, Red goes on a quest 
to cure Granny. Her journey takes her through dwarves’ caverns to a haunted well and 
a beast’s castle. All the while, Red and Goldie are followed by a wolf and a huntsman—
two mortal enemies who seek the girls’ help to defeat each other. And one of them just 
might have the magical solution Red is looking for. . .  



 

A Long Walk to Water (2010) By Linda Sue Park 

This book begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in 
Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two 
hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes 
one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search 
for their families and for a safe place to stay.  Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack 
by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes 
on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

 

 

Randi Rhodes, Ninja Detective: the Sweetest Heist in History (2015, series) By 
Octavia Spencer 

A hard-to-prove art heist makes a New York City mystery for ninja detective Randi Rhodes in this 
second book in a series full of humor, adventure, and heart from Academy Award–winning 
actress Octavia Spencer. Randi Rhodes and her fellow ninja detectives, DC and Pudge, were 
flying high after solving the Case of the Time-Capsule Bandit. But life in sleepy Deer Creek has 
begun to feel…a bit boring. There are no crimes to investigate! But a trip to New York City to visit 
Randi’s aunt changes that! While the ninja detective trio explores Randi’s old neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, they uncover an art heist. Except no one will believe them. So they’ll just have to catch 
the criminals in the act... 

 

 

Artemis Fowl (2009) By Eoin Colfer 
 

Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is the most ingenious criminal mastermind in history. With two 
trusty sidekicks in tow, he hatches a cunning plot to divest the fairyfolk of their pot of gold. Of 
course, he isn't foolish enough to believe in all that "gold at the end of the rainbow" nonsense. 
Rather, he knows that the only way to separate the little people from their stash is to kidnap one 
of them and wait for the ransom to arrive. But when the time comes to put his plan into action, 
he doesn't count on the appearance of the extra small, pointy-eared Captain Holly Short of the 
LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaisance) Unit--and her senior officer, Commander Root, 
a man (sorry, elf) who will stop at nothing to get her back. 
 

 

The War That Saved My Life (2015) By Kimberley Brubaker Bradley 
 

Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by 
Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London 
to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the 
two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German 
spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will 
their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall 
back into the cruel hands of their mother? 

 



 

The Homework Machine (2007) By Dan Gutman 
 

Fifth-grader Brenton is a computer genius, but the other three members of his work group think 
he's a nerd. So, when he tells them that he has invented a machine that does homework, they 
taunt him until he agrees to demonstrate. The machine actually works, and Kelsey, Sam, and 
Judy convince him to let them use it. At first, they are delighted with their freedom, but things 
quickly get out of hand. 
 
 

 

Raising Rufus (2015) By David Fulk 
 

In the unremarkable town of Menominee Springs, Wisconsin, lives a twelve-year-old explorer 
named Martin, who one day stumbles across something remarkable. It’s an egg. But not just any 
egg—a dinosaur egg. And a week later, Martin becomes the proud parent of . . . a Tyrannosaurus 
rex! As the summer unfolds, Martin finds it harder and harder to keep Rufus hidden from rest of 
the world. And then it gets ugly…. 
 
 

 

A Snicker of Magic (2015) By  Natalie Lloyd 
 

Midnight Gulch used to be a magical place, a town where people could sing up thunderstorms 
and dance up sunflowers. But that was long ago, before a curse drove the magic away. Twelve-
year-old Felicity knows all about things like that; her nomadic mother is cursed with a wandering 
heart. But when she arrives in Midnight Gulch, Felicity thinks her luck's about to change. A "word 
collector," Felicity sees words everywhere---shining above strangers, tucked into church eves, 
and tangled up her dog's floppy ears---but Midnight Gulch is the first place she's ever seen the 
word "home." And then there's Jonah, a mysterious, spiky-haired do-gooder who shimmers with 
words Felicity's never seen before, words that make Felicity's heart beat a little faster.Felicity 
wants to stay in Midnight Gulch more than anything, but first, she'll need to figure out how to 
bring back the magic, breaking the spell that's been cast over the town . . . and her mother's 
broken heart. 

 

 

Nerd Camp (2012) By Elissa Weissmann 
 

Ten-year-old Gabe has just been accepted to the Summer Center for Gifted Enrichment. That 
means he’ll be spending six weeks at sleepaway camp, writing poetry and perfecting logic 
proofs. S.C.G.E. has been a summer home to some legendary middle-school smarty-pants (and 
future Jeopardy!contestants), but it has a reputation for being, well, a Nerd Camp. S.C.G.E = 
Smart Camp for Geeks and Eggheads. But is Gabe really a geek? He’s never thought about it 
much—but that was before he met Zack, his hip, LA-cool, soon-to-be stepbrother. Gabe worries 
that Zack will see him only as a nerd, until a wild summer at camp—complete with a midnight 
canoe ride to “Dead Man’s Island”—helps Gabe realize that he and Zack have the foundations 
for a real friendship. 
 

 

The Night Gardener (2014) By Jonathan Auxier 
 

A spooky tale, and a moral fable about human greed and the power of storytelling. Two 
abandoned Irish siblings travel to work as servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor house. 
But the house and its family are not quite what they seem. Soon the children are confronted by 
a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives.  
 
 



 

 

A Handful of Stars (2015) By Cynthia Lord 

When Lily’s blind dog, Lucky, slips his collar and runs away across the wide-open blueberry 
barrens of eastern Maine, it’s Salma Santiago who manages to catch him. Salma, the daughter of 
migrant workers, is in the small town with her family for the blueberry-picking season. After 
their initial chance meeting, Salma and Lily bond over painting bee boxes for Lily’s grandfather, 
and Salma’s friendship transforms Lily’s summer. But when Salma decides to run in the 
upcoming Blueberry Queen pageant, they’ll have to face some tough truths about friendship and 
belonging. Should an outsider like Salma really participate in the pageant-and possibly win? 

 

NERDS: National Espionage, Rescue and Defence Society (series) By Michael 
Buckley 
 

NERDS combines all the excitement of international espionage with all the awkwardness of 
elementary school, and the results are hilarious. A group of unpopular fifth graders run a spy 
network from inside their school. With the help of cutting-edge science, they transform their 
nerdy qualities into incredible abilities! Their enemies? An array of James Bond–style villains, 
each with an evil plan more diabolical and more ridiculous than the last.  
 
 

 

Ender’s Game (2013) By Orson Scott Card 
 

Once again, Earth is under attack. An alien species is poised for a final assault. The survival of 
humanity depends on a military genius who can defeat the aliens. But who?  Ender Wiggin. 
Brilliant. Ruthless. Cunning. A tactical and strategic master. And a child. Recruited for military 
training by the world government, Ender’s childhood ends the moment he enters his new home: 
Battle School. Among the elite recruits Ender proves himself to be a genius among geniuses. He 
excels in simulated war games. But is the pressure and loneliness taking its toll on Ender? 
Simulations are one thing. How will Ender perform in real combat conditions? After all, Battle 
School is just a game. Isn’t it? 

 

Cassidy’s Guide to Everyday Etiquette (and Obfuscation) (2015) By Sue Stauffacher 
 

Eleven-year-old Cassidy has just inherited a gift from her late great-grandmother. Unfortunately, 
that “gift” turns out to be a summer trapped in etiquette school. What good are manners, 
anyway, for a girl who dreams of living life on the road as a hobo—er, “knight of the road”?  As if 
trying to remember to keep her elbows off the table isn’t bad enough, Cassidy’s best friend, Jack, 
suddenly seems more interested in doing chores for the new teenage girl who’s moved in next 
door than in fishing with Cassidy down by the river. Not even her classic epic pranks seem to be 
saving Cassidy from having her worst summer ever. It’s time to face facts: growing up stinks. 

Non-fiction 



 

When the Worst Happens: Extraordinary Stories of Survival (2014) By Tanya 
Lloyd Kyi (author) and David Parkins (illustrator)  

What would you do if you were stranded or trapped in a situation where you had to fight for 
your life? When the Worst Happens is a collection of intense, true stories set in distant 
corners of the earth. 

● After a fierce storm, the crew of the Polaris was stranded on an ice floe in the Arctic 
Ocean. 

● A massive cave-in traps 19-year-old Jimmy Sanchez and 32 other Chilean miners deep 
below the earth. 

● Twelve-year-old Bala and his two sisters must survive on a tiny island off the Australian 
coast after their boat capsizes. 

● When her plane crashes in the Peruvian jungle, 17-year-old Juliane struggles to find help. 
In extreme situations such as these, people can pull together, show almost super-human skill, 
and survive. But sometimes they face madness, greed or mutiny. These action-packed 
accounts reveal the critical decisions that determined the fate of each victim. 

In an attempt to answer the question why people react the way they do in extreme 
circumstances, When the Worst Happens also looks at modern psychological studies, 
interesting historical details and settings, as well as seemingly unrelated events, to discover 
what draws the line between success and tragedy. 

 

50 Things You Should Know About The First World War (2014) By Jim Eldridge 

The story of the War, brought to life through illustrations, photographs, diaries, and 
newspaper reports. In this illustrated exploration of World War I, readers discover what 
caused the war and why it eventually affected every corner of the globe. The key battles, 
events, and figures are all explored and recounted in succinct and easy-to understand text 
while illustrations and photographs bring the past vividly back to life. 

 

Lost #1: Lost in the Pacific, 1942 (2016) By Tod Olson 

World War II, October 1942: a plane carrying eight Americans crashes into the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean. With only four oranges and no fresh water between them, the crew had to 
band together and rely on each other for survival. What they thought would be only a few 
hours or days before they were rescued turned into weeks lost at sea fighting off sharks, 
dehydration, hunger, and extreme heat.  Featuring black and white photographs, maps, and 
diagrams that bring each story to life, Lost is the perfect nonfiction companion series for older 
fans of I Survived and other adventure stories. 

 



 

Extraordinary People: A Semi-Comprehensive Guide to Some of the World’s 
Most Fascinating Individuals (2015) By Michael Hearst and Aaron Scamihorn 

Inside this book, you'll find stories of 50 extraordinary people such as: 

● Evel Knievel, who jumped his motorcycle over 14 Greyhound buses 
● The Iceman, the most well-preserved human, found in the ice after 5,300 years 
● Sam Patch, who jumped Niagara Falls for $75 
● Helen Thayer, who walked to the North Pole alone 
● Roy Sullivan, who was struck by lightning 7 times 
These intriguing facts and hundreds more await curious readers, amateur historians, and 
anyone who aspires to the altogether extraordinary! 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci (2000) By Diane Stanley 

An unwanted child. A brilliant genius. Born in 1452 to a peasant woman and a country 
gentleman, Leonardo da Vinci was one of the most amazing people who ever lived. He grew 
up to be a great painter, sculptor, architect, scientist, and inventor. 

As a boy, Leonardo was apprenticed to a famous artist. But he quickly became more skillful 
than his teacher, and his passionate interests went far beyond art. Fascinated with the human 
body, he carried out his own experiments in secret. He filled thousands of pages with plans 
for incredible inventions including a submarine, an air-cooling system, "glasses to see the 
moon large," and even a flying machine! 

 

 

Neighborhood Sharks: Hunting With the Great Whites of California’s Farallon 
Islands (2014) By Katherine Roy 

A few miles from San Francisco lives a population of the ocean's largest and most famous 
predators. Each fall the great white sharks return to California's Farallon Islands to dine on 
their favorite meal: the seals that live on the island's rocky coasts. Massive, fast, and perfectly 
adapted to hunting after 11 million years of evolution, the great whites are among the 
planet's most fearsome, fascinating, and least understood animals. 

 

 

Stuff You Need to Know! (2015) By John Farndon and Rob Beattie 

Stuff You Need to Know virtually overflows with illustrations and information about 28 
activities and objects from everyday life. Each item is on a double-page spread filled edge to 
edge with informative text in numbered sequence. Accurate, lighthearted illustrations reveal 
everything a step at a time.  The "stuff" ranges from taking out the garbage to launching a 
rocket. Here are some examples: 

● Making a Pizza (gatefold): How does a pizzeria deliver a pizza so quickly? Ingredients for 
the pizza base and topping, what they are, and where they come from. 

● Microwave Oven -- Molecules, waves, cross-section of a microwave oven, protective 
layer, timer 

● 3D Printer -- 3D model, CAD, programming in sections, nozzles, layers, spool, nozzle, 
acetone 

● Solar Panels -- Thermal energy, photo voltaic panels, pump, solar energy, solar power 
stations 



● Weather Report -- Weather balloons, weather centers, satellites, GTS, supercomputer, 
chart, forecast. 

 

The World Made New: Why the Age of Exploration Happened and How It 
Changed the World (2007) By Marc Aronson and John W. Glenn 

The World Made New provides a detailed account of the charting of the New World and the 
long-term effects of America's march into history. The text uses primary sources to bring 
history to life and features evocative profiles of the major explorers of the age. The book is 
beautifully illustrated with full-color artwork, multiple-time lines, and six custom National 
Geographic maps. The text and layout combine to provide an enlightening overview of New 
World exploration, and outline the historical context for the discoveries that literally changed 
the world. 

 

Tricky Vic: The Impossibly True Story of the Man Who Sold the Eiffel Tower 
(2015) By Greg Pizzoli 

In the early 1900s, Robert Miller, a.k.a. “Count Victor Lustig,” moved to Paris hoping to be an 
artist. A con artist, that is. He used his ingenious scams on unsuspecting marks all over the 
world, from the Czech Republic, to Atlantic ocean liners, and across America. Tricky Vic pulled 
off his most daring con in 1925, when he managed to "sell" the Eiffel Tower to one of the 
city’s most successful scrap metal dealers! 

 

 

Built to Last (2010) By David Macaulay 

This new book—inspired by three classic, award-winning books—reveals the how and why 
behind some of the most fascinating and enduring structures humankind has ever created. 
Macaulay has revised texts based on new research, created gorgeous new drawings, in some 
cases wholly re-imagined scenes from the books—bringing Castle and Cathedral to life in full-
color for the very first time. The resulting illustrations add to the reader’s understanding of 
these buildings, capturing intriguing new perspectives and a depth of detail in structure and 
atmosphere. 

 

Not for Parents: How to be a Dinosaur Hunter (2013) By Lonely Planet 

To be a dinosaur hunter you have to be ready to journey through space and time. This book 
will guide you to remote corners of the world and show you where and how to find dinosaur 
remains, ranging from bones and teeth to eggs and footprints. It will also take you far back 
into Earth's prehistoric past to find out when, where and how dinosaurs lived - and bring you 
face to face with some of the biggest, scariest and weirdest creatures that ever roamed our 
planet. Along the way, you'll pick uptips from some of the most famous dinosaur detectives of 
the past and present, visit many of the world's fi nest fossil collections and learn how to date 
your finds, transport them home and bring them back to life - well, almost! 



 

Why’d They Wear That?: Fashion as the Mirror of History (2015) By Sarah Albee 

Move over Project Runway. Get ready to chuckle your way through centuries of fashion dos 
and don'ts! In this humorous and approachable narrative, kids will learn about outrageous, 
politically-perilous, funky, disgusting, regrettable, and life-threatening creations people have 
worn throughout the course of human history, all the way up to the present day. From spats 
and togas to hoop skirts and hair shirts, why people wore what they did is an illuminating way 
to look at the social, economic, political, and moral climates throughout history. 

 

Eruption: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives (2013) By Elizabeth Rusch 

Today, more than one billion people worldwide live in volcanic danger zones. In this riveting 
nonfiction book—filled with spectacular photographs and sidebars—Rusch reveals the 
perilous, adrenaline-fueled, life-saving work of an international volcano crisis team (VDAP) 
and the sleeping giants they study, from Colombia to the Philippines, from Chile to Indonesia. 

 

 

Can We Save the Tiger? (2011) By Martin Jenkins and Vicky White 

Tigers are pretty special — and so are ground iguanas and partula snails and even white-
rumped vultures. But these and many other animals are in danger of disappearing altogether, 
joining the dodo, the marsupial wolf, the great auk, and countless other animals we will never 
see again. Using the experiences of a few endangered species as examples, Martin Jenkins 
highlights the ways human behavior can either threaten or conserve the amazing animals that 
share our planet. Vicky White’s stunning portraits of rare creatures offer a glimpse of nature’s 
grace and beauty — and give us a powerful reason to preserve it. 

 
 

 


