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Fiction 

 

The Land of Stories: World’s Collide (2017, series) By Chris Colfer 

In the highly anticipated conclusion to the Land of Stories series, Conner and Alex must brave 
the impossible. All of the Land of Stories fairy tale characters--heroes and villains--are no 
longer confined within their world! 
With mayhem brewing in the Big Apple, Conner and Alex will have to win their biggest battle 
yet. Can the twins restore order between the human and fairy tale world? 
 

 

The Great Treehouse War (2017) By Lisa Graff 

Winnie's last day of fourth grade ended with a pretty life-changing surprise. That was the day 
Winnie’s parents got divorced and decided that Winnie would live three days a week with 
each of them and spend Wednesdays by herself in a treehouse smack between their houses, 
to divide her time perfectly evenly. It was the day Winnie’s seed of frustration with her 
parents was planted, a seed that grew until it felt like it was as big as a tree itself. 
By the end of fifth grade, Winnie decides that the only way to change things is to barricade 
herself in her treehouse until her parents come to their senses—and her friends decide to 
join. It’s kids versus grown-ups, and no one wants to back down first. But with ten kids in one 
treehouse, all with their own demands, things can get pretty complicated! Even if they are 
having the most epic slumber party ever. 
 

 

Lemons  (2017) By Melissa Savage 

Lemonade Liberty Witt’s mama always told her: When life gives you lemons, make lemonade. 
But Lem can’t possibly make lemonade out of her new life in Willow Creek, California—the 
Bigfoot Capital of the World—where she’s forced to live with a grandfather she’s never met 
after her mother passes away. 
  
Then she meets eleven-year-old Tobin Sky, the CEO of Bigfoot Detectives Inc., who is the sole 
Bigfoot investigator for their small town. After he invites Lem to be his assistant for the 
summer, they set out on an epic adventure to capture a shot of the elusive beast on film. But 
along the way, Lem and Tobin end up discovering more than they ever could have imagined. 
And Lem realizes that maybe she can make lemonade out of her new life after all. 
 



 

The Great Shelby Holmes: Girl Detective  (2016, series) By Elizabeth Eulberg 

Shelby Holmes is not your average sixth grader. She’s nine years old, barely four feet tall, and 
the best detective her Harlem neighborhood has ever seen―always using logic and a bit of 
pluck (which yes, some might call “bossiness”) to solve the toughest crimes. 
When eleven-year-old John Watson moves downstairs, Shelby finds something that’s eluded 
her up till now: a friend. The easy-going John isn’t sure of what to make of Shelby, but he 
soon finds himself her most-trusted (read: only) partner in a dog-napping case that'll take 
both their talents to crack. 
 

 

How to Be A Supervillain (2017) By Michael Fry 
 

Victor Spoil comes from a long line of famous supervillains and he's fully expected to join their 
ranks one day. But to his family's utter disappointment, Victor doesn't have a single bad-guy 
bone in his body. He won't run with scissors, he always finishes his peas, and he can't stand to 
be messy. Hopeless! 
As a last-ditch effort before they give up and let him be a--gasp!--civilian, Victor's exasperated 
parents send him to apprentice under a disgraced supervillain called The Smear. This matchup 
starts off as a complete disaster, but Victor and The Smear eventually find that they have a lot 
to learn from each other. When the stakes get high as Victor is forced to choose between his 
mentor and his family morals (or lack thereof)...what will the world's nicest bad guy do? 
 

 

The World’s Worst Children 2 (2017) By David Walliams 
 

f you thought you had read about the World’s Worst Children already, you’re in for a rather 
nasty shock. The beastly boys and gruesome girls in this book are even ruder, even more 
disgusting and WORSE than you could ever imagine!This gorgeous hardback collection of ten 
stories from the master himself, David Walliams, will make you snort with laughter and thank 
your lucky stars that you don’t know anyone like Gruesome Griselda or Fussy Frankie in real 
life. It also features a special appearance from fan-favourite Raj!  

 

 

A Dog Called Homeless (2012) By Sarah Lean 
 

When Cally Fisher says she sees her dead mother, no one believes her. The only other living 
soul who sees Cally's mom is a mysterious wolfhound who always seems to be there when 
her mom appears. And when Cally stops talking-what's the point if no one is listening?-how 
will she convince anyone that her mom is still with them or persuade her dad that the huge 
silver-gray dog is their last link with her? 
 

 

The Sasquatch Escape (2013, series) By Suzanne Selfors 
 

When Ben Silverstein is sent to the rundown town of Buttonville to spend the summer with 
his grandfather, he's certain it will be the most boring vacation ever. That is, until his 
grandfather's cat brings home what looks like . . . a baby dragon? 

Amazed, Ben enlists the help of Pearl Petal, a local girl with an eye for adventure. They take 
the wounded dragon to the only veterinarian's office in town -- Dr. Woo's Worm Hospital. But 
as Ben and Pearl discover once they are inside, Dr. Woo's isn't a worm hospital at all -- it's 
actually a secret hospital for imaginary creatures. (Book 1 in The Imaginary Veterinary series) 



 

Eddie Red Undercover: Mystery on Museum Mile (2015, series) By Marcia Wells 
 

Not many sixth-graders work undercover for the NYPD, but Edmund Xavier Lonnrot, code 
name Eddie Red, is not just any sixth-grader. A “near-death ice cream experience” lands him 
as a material witness in the police station with his dad, where the NYPD first discovers Eddie's 
photographic memory and uncanny sketch-artist abilities. Things get dangerous when Eddie is 
recruited to help track down the infamous Picasso Gang that’s casing NYC's famous Museum 
Mile. 

 

 

Origami Yoda (2015, series) By Tom Angleberger 
 

Not so long ago, in a middle school not so far away, a sixth grader named Dwight folded an 
origami finger puppet of Yoda. For class oddball Dwight, this wasn’t weird. It was typical 
Dwight behavior. But what is weird is that Origami Yoda is uncannily wise and prescient. He 
can predict the date of a pop quiz, guess who stole the classroom Shakespeare bust, and save 
a classmate from popularity-crushing embarrassment with some well-timed advice. Dwight’s 
classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda can be so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless. 
 

 

Treasure Hunters (2013, series) By James Patterson 
 

The Kidd siblings have grown up diving down to shipwrecks and traveling the world, helping 
their famous parents recover everything from swords to gold doubloons from the bottom of 
the ocean. But after their parents disappear n the job, the kids are suddenly thrust into the 
biggest treasure hunt of their lives. They'll have to work together to defeat dangerous pirates 
and dodge the hot pursuit of an evil treasure hunting rival, all while following cryptic clues to 
unravel the mystery of what really happened to their parents--and find out if they're still alive.  
 
 

 

Hero (2015) By Sarah Lean 
 

Leo is invincible when he's pretending to be a gladiator in his imagination, but in real life, he 
struggles to make friends—unless you count his neighbor's little dog, Jack Pepper. So Leo is 
thrilled when the cool kids invite him to hang out, even though they sometimes pressure him 
to do mean things.  When Leo accidentally does something that makes the whole town think 
he's a hero, he rolls with it—it feels nice to be celebrated, even if it's a lie. But when Jack 
Pepper needs Leo's help, can Leo find it in himself to be a genuine hero? 

 

El Deafo (2014) By Cece Bell 
 

Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new 
friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! 
In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her 
hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very 
powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—
sometimes things she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just 
wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some 
trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, 
Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the 
friend she’s longed for. 
 



 

The Boys Start The War (series) By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
 

Just when the Hatford brothers were expecting three boys to move into the house across the 
river where their best friends used to live, the Malloy girls arrive instead. Wally and his 
brothers decide to make Caroline and her sisters so miserable that they'll want to go back to 
Ohio. 
 
 
 

 

Unusual Chickens For the Exceptional Poultry Farmer (2015) By Kelly Jones 
 

Twelve-year-old Sophie Brown feels like a fish out of water when she and her parents move 
from Los Angeles to the farm they’ve inherited from a great-uncle. But farm life gets more 
interesting when a cranky chicken appears and Sophie discovers the hen can move objects 
with the power of her little chicken brain: jam jars, the latch to her henhouse, the entire 
henhouse.... 

 
 

 

The Island of Dr. Libris (2015) By Chris Grabenstein 
 

What if your favorite characters came to life? Billy’s spending the summer in a lakeside cabin 
that belongs to the mysterious Dr. Libris. But something strange is going on. Besides the 
security cameras everywhere, there’s Dr. Libris’s private bookcase. Whenever Billy opens the 
books inside, he can hear sounds coming from the island in the middle of the lake. The clash 
of swords. The twang of arrows. Sometimes he can even feel the ground shaking. It’s almost 
as if the stories he’s reading are coming to life! But that’s impossible . . . isn’t it?  

  

Non-fiction 

 

Curious Constructions: A Peculiar Portfolio of Fifty Fascinating Structures (2017) 
By Michael Hearst (author) and Matt Johnstone (illustrator) 
 

Curious about constructions? Inside this book, you'll come face-to-face with 50 incredible 
structures, including: a fire-breathing octopus sculpture; the skateboard ramp you'd need 
to jump the Great Wall of China; a whole community of tree houses in Costa Rica; and a 
lifesize X-Wing Starfighter built of Legos. These and many more fascinating accounts of 
constructions both fantastically useful and gloriously unnecessary await inquisitive readers, 
aspiring engineers, and anyone who ever looked at a skyscraper and thought, Yeah, but 
what if it had a roller coaster on top?"" 
 

 

This Book Stinks: Gross Garbage, Rotten Rubbish, and the Science of Trash 
(2017) By Sarah Wassner Flynn 
 

Get up close and personal with a wonderful world of waste. From composting and recycling, 
to landfills and dumps, to how creative people are finding new ways to reuse rubbish. It's 
fun to talk trash when it's jam-packed with infographics, thematic spreads, wow-worthy 
photos, sidebars, serious stats, and fabulous facts. Also included are quizzes and activities 
to inspire kids to take action, be proactive, and rethink the things we throw away. 
 



 

Journey: Based on the True Story of OR7, the Most Famous Wolf in the West 
(2016) By Emma Bland Smith (author) and Robin James (illustrator) 
 

This picture book follows the journey of a young gray wolf who garnered nationwide 
attention when he became the first wild wolf in California in almost a century. Using facts 
recorded by Fish & Wildlife scientists, author Emma Bland Smith imagines the wolf’s 
experiences in close detail as he makes an epic 2,000-mile trek over three years time. The 
wolf’s story is interwoven with the perspective of a young girl who follows his trek through 
the media. As she learns more about wolves and their relationships with humans, she 
becomes determined to find a way to keep him safe by making him a wolf that is too 
famous to harm. 
 

 

Mission Control, This is Apollo: The Story of the First Voyages to the Moon 
(2009) By Andrew Chiakin (author) and Alan Bean (illustrator) 
 

July 20, 1969, marked one of the climactic moments in our history?the day Apollo 11 
landed on the moon. But it is only one piece of a magnificent story. Mission Control, This Is 
Apollo, by the acclaimed Andrew Chaikin (author of A Man on the Moon, basis of the HBO 
miniseries From the Earth to the Moon), recounts space history from the Mercury missions 
through Apollo 17 and beyond. It is illustrated with stunning full-color paintings by 
astronaut Alan Bean, who walked on the moon with Pete Conrad on Apollo 12 and has 
devoted his post-NASA life to creating art. Handsome, informative, and dramatic, this is no 
textbook?it is the tale of humankind?s greatest adventure in the last frontier: space. 
 

 

Let’s Go Outside: Sticks and Stones - Nature Adventures, Games and Projects 
for Kids (2015) By Steph Scott 
 

Nature Adventure Time! Acorn Olympics! Outside is awesome, and this book has all kinds of 
fun things you can do or learn while you're out there!  

  

 

Why Fish Fart: Gross But True Things You’ll Wish You Didn’t Know (2014) By 
Francesca Gould 
 

Did you know that someone actually invented underwear that blocks the smell of farts? Or 
that, historically, there were some people who got paid to collect poop for scientists? 
Readers will learn these facts and more in this book that is part of a series that's ideal for 
reluctant readers. These engaging facts are objectively presented and interesting, while the 
layout is well done and simple to follow. The hilarious illustrations complement the text, 
adding a lighthearted tone. Readers will also enjoy the other two books in the series, Why 
You Shouldn't Eat Your Boogers (2008) and Why Dogs Eat Poop (2010) 
 

 

W is for Webster: Noah Webster and His American Dictionary (2016) By Tracey 
Fern (author) and Boris Kulikov (illustrator)  
 

From an early age, Noah Webster was an odd fellow who liked to talk big and loved 
learning. He thought America needed its own national language and knew he was just the 



man to create it. He started with a speller, including everyday words like "scab," "grub," and 
"mop," and moved on to create a small dictionary. He rode around on a horse, selling his 
books by hand. Then Noah decided to compile a complete and comprehensive dictionary of 
American English. He thought the book would take him five years to finish. It took twenty, 
but his dictionary today is the second-most printed book in the English language. 
 

 

How Machines Work: Zoo Breaks! (2015) David Macauley 
 

How Machines Work: Zoo Break! uses models and illustrations to demonstrate the 
technology of six simple machines: levers, pulleys, screws, inclined planes, wedges, and 
wheels. 
Follow the mad antics of Sloth and his sidekick Sengi as they try to find their way out of the 
zoo with the help of machines. Their efforts are brought to life through novelty elements 
including pop-ups, pull-outs, and lift-the-flaps, allowing readers to explore in greater depth 
how and why machines work. Spreads highlight the use of simple machines in everyday 
objects, such as scissors and clocks, mixers and whisks, bikes and brakes, while the story 
contains clear and simple text to engage the reader. 
 

 

When Fish Got Feet, Sharks Got Teeth, and Bugs Began to Swarm: A Cartoon 
Prehistory of Life Long Before Dinosaurs (2009) By Hannah Bonner 
 

Take a fun, fact-filled trip back to Earth as it was 430 million years ago. Then, watch as 
continents drift and oceans take shape. Watch out (!) as fish get toothier, plants stretch 
skywards and bugs get bigger. Soon fish get feet and four-legged creatures stalk the planet. 
Here’s the story of Earth in conversational text, informative illustrations, and humorous 
cartoons. Complete with timeline, pronunciation guide, glossary and index. 
 

 

The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook: Junior Edition (2007) By David 
Borgenicht, Robin Epstein and Chuck Gonzales 
 

Braces. Bullies. Chores. Childhood is chock-full of peril sbut finally here's something to come 
to the rescue. The newest title in the phenomenally successful Worst-Case Scenario series 
provides kid-friendly, hands-on, step-by-step instructions for outwitting a nosy sibling, 
surviving a school dance, cleaning your room in a snap, dealing with an irritated parent 
(recognizing the tell-tale signs!), and more. 

 

 

Camp out!: The Ultimate Kids Guide (2007) By Lynn Brunelle 
 

Bear bags, wilderness showers, and telling the temperature by counting the cricket chirps… 
Whether you're planning an over night in the backyard or a weekend in the wilderness, this 
book is packed with stuff to know. The basics, from gearing up to choosing a site to building 
a tarp tent. Tasty outdoor recipes: Solar Oven Pizza, Chow Down Chili and s' more's of 
course—with 8 variations. 
Plus: how to keep a Field Journal, exploring the nighttime sky, creepy campfire stories, and 
when it's time to go home, leaving no trace. It's everything you need to pick up and head 
for the hills. 
 



 

Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion (2010) By 
Loree Griffin Burns 
 

Aided by an army of beachcombers, oceanographer Dr. Curtis Ebbesmeyer tracks trash in 
the name of science. From sneakers to hockey gloves, Curt monitors the watery fate of 
human-made cargo that has spilled into the ocean. The information he collects is much 
more than casual news; it is important scientific data. And with careful analysis, Curt, along 
with a community of scientists, friends, and beachcombers alike, is using his data to 
understand and protect our ocean. 

  

 

Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci (2009) By Gene Baretta 
 

In 1781, Thomas Paine came up with a model for a single-span bridge; in 1887, Adolf Eugen 
Fick made the first pair of contact lenses; and in 1907, Paul Cornu built the first helicopter. 
But Leonardo da Vinci thought of all these ideas more than five hundred years ago! 
At once an artist, inventor, engineer, and scientist, da Vinci wrote and drew detailed 
descriptions of what would later become hang gliders, automobiles, robots, and much 
more. Gene Barretta cleverly shows how Leonardo's ideas--many inspired by his love of 
nature--foreshadowed modern inventions, offering a window into the future 

 

 

If… A Mind-Bending New Way of Looking at Big Ideas and Numbers (2014) By 
David J. Smith 
 

Did you know that if all the years of life on earth were squeezed into one hour, humans 
wouldn’t arrive until the last few seconds? This amazing book is full of concepts like this 
which will wow you. Using tools like timelines, calendars, and measuring tapes, this look at 
scale demonstrates the relationships of objects and events. Detailed illustrations place 
trivia about natural history, world history, the universe, and current events into 
perspective. If you love looking at maps, models, and miniatures, you will love this book. 
One thing is for sure—this book will make you think! 
 

 

Wired (2007) By Anastasia Suen 
 

From the power plant to your house, electricity is on the move. In rhythmic text, Anastasia 
Suen breaks down the complex subject of electricity to its essential parts.  Paul Carrick's 
three-dimensional illustrations help shed light on the subject. 

 

 

Bugged: How Insects Changed History (2014) By Sarah Albee 
 

There are about ten quintillion insects in the world--and some of them have affected 
human history in tremendous ways! For as long as humans have been on earth, we've co-
existed with insects . . . for better or for worse. Once you begin to look at world history 
through fly-specked glasses, you begin to see the mark of these minute life forms at every 
turn. Beneficial bugs have built empires. Bad bugs have toppled them. Bugged is not your 
everyday history book. 
 



 

A Boy Called Dickens (2012) By Deborah Hopkinson and John Hendrix 
 

For years Dickens kept the story of his own childhood a secret. Yet it is a story worth telling. 
For it helps us remember how much we all might lose when a child's dreams don't come true 
. . . As a child, Dickens was forced to live on his own and work long hours in a rat-infested 
blacking factory. Readers will be drawn into the winding streets of London, where they will 
learn how Dickens got the inspiration for many of his characters. The 200th anniversary of 
Dickens's birth was February 7, 2012, and this tale of his little-known boyhood is the perfect 
way to introduce kids to the great author. 

 


