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Fiction 

 

Dog Man Unleashed (2016) By Dav Pilkey 
 

Dog Man, the newest hero from the creator of Captain Underpants, is still learning a few tricks 
of the trade. If only the Chief would throw him a bone every once in a while... Petey the cat is 
out of the bag, and his criminal curiosity is taking the city by storm. Can the canine crime biter 
unleash justice on this ruffian in time to save the city, or will Petey get away with the purrfect 
crime? 

 

Anna, Banana, and the Friendship Split (2016, series) By Anica Mrose Rissi 
(author) and Meg Park (illustrator) 
 

Anna has been best friends with Sadie for as long as she can remember. So Anna is utterly 
perplexed when, on Anna’s birthday, Sadie unceremoniously stakes claim to Anna’s new pony 
necklace, then suddenly stops speaking to Anna altogether. Did Anna do something wrong? 
With a little help from her wiener dog, Banana, as well as some sage advice from her family, 
Anna makes some important discoveries about what it means to stand up for herself, and how 
to be a true friend. 
 

 

Fenway and Hattie and the Evil Bunny Gang (2017, series) By Victoria J. Coe 
 

Life is pretty much a bag of treats when you're an endlessly energetic Jack Russell Terrier. For 
Fenway, days are filled with important things like defending the Dog Park from wicked 
squirrels, snuggling with Hattie, and catching up on the neighborhood gossip with the next-
door dogs Goldie and Patches. But that all changes the day a fiendish new intruder enters 
Fenway’s turf: he's fluffy, he twitches evilly, and he smells worse than squirrels… 
He's a bunny. An evil bunny. And Fenway can't fathom why, but Hattie ADORES him. Goldie 
and Patches warn him that short humans are fickle: sometimes they love a new pet more than 
an old one. Fenway can't believe his own Hattie would choose another pet over him. But taking 
matters into his own paws just makes everything worse. Is his heart big enough to accept that 
Hattie can love another pet too--and is he tough enough to take on an entire gang of evil 
bunnies? 
 

 

Bird & Squirrel on Fire (2017, series) By James Birk 
 

It's been a long, crazy trip around the world. Now the duo is back in their beloved forest, and 
Bird wants to throw a party! But Squirrel isn't in the mood to celebrate. His house needs a 
good cleaning, the river has been dammed up by a pesky beaver, and the forest animals are 
jittery about a growing menace. Will the dam dry out the forest? Will the mysterious new 
danger ruin the party? Will Bird finally convince Squirrel to let go and just have a good time? 
(graphic novel) 
 
 



 

 

DC Comics: Secret Hero Society: Fort Solitude (2016, series) By Derek Fridolfs 
(author) and Dustin Nguyen (illustrator) 
 

Clark Kent is thrilled when he receives an invite to a spring break academic retreat. After taking 
down the villains of Ducard Academy the previous year, going back to life on the farm was a bit 
dull. Better yet, his friends Bruce and Diana have been invited there, too! What better way to 
spend spring break than with old friends (Poison Ivy, Harley Quinn) and new ones like Arthur 
Curry (Aquaman), Barry Allen (the Flash), and Vic Stone (Cyborg)? When Clark arrives at Camp 
Evergreen he makes new friends, reconnects with old ones, and nothing seems weird at all! 
Well, that is until kids start disappearing... One by one... Plus, there's a lake monster, bigfoot 
has been spotted, there are reports of a boogeyman, and there may or may not be a UFO 
crashed into the lake. Clark, Bruce, and Diana will have to re-assemble the Junior Detective - 
er- Criminal Investigation Unit, in an all-new, supernatural adventure! 
 

 

Star Wars Jedi Academy: The Force Oversleeps (2017) By Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
 

Victor is back at Jedi Academy and he truly defines the definition of sophomore, specifically a 
sophomore in a slump. He was excited about Drama Club and hoped to get the lead in this 
year's musical... But his best friend, Artemis, got the role. On top of that his sister, Christina is 
getting ready to graduate from Jedi Academy. She's always taken care of him, and Victor is lost 
now that she's not around as much. 
Can Victor roll with the (force) punches? Or will he revert to his old ways and go back to being 
the class clown? 
 

 

Eerie Elementary: The School is Alive (2014, Series) By Jack Chabert 
 

Sam Graves discovers that his elementary school is alive! Sam finds this out on his first day as 
the school hall monitor. Sam must defend himself and his fellow students against the evil 
school! Is Sam up to the challenge? He'll find out soon enough: the class play is just around the 
corner.  This series is part of Scholastic's early chapter book line called Branches, which is 
aimed at newly independent readers. With easy-to-read text, high-interest content, fast-paced 
plots, and illustrations on every page, these books will boost reading confidence and stamina. 
 

 

The Flying Beaver Brothers and The Crazy Critter Race (2015, Series) By Maxwell 
Eaton III 
 

Ace and Bub are tangled up in an island-hopping competition, and there’s more than just the 
grand prize—a houseboat!—at stake. The salesman and sponsor is Crazy Critter (and he really 
is craaazy), and it soon becomes clear that he has more than publicity for his houseboat 
dealership to gain from the race. Before long, the brothers are wrapped up in the plot: a fast-
growing vine is entangling all the nearby islands! Which of their fellow competitors can help 
them put a stop to this outbreak—and which ones are behind it? 
 



 

The Beginner’s Guide to Running Away (2013) By Jennifer Huget (Author) and Red 
Nose Studio (Illustrator) 
 

What kid hasn't wanted to make their parents feel sorry for treating him badly? 
And how better to accomplish this than to run away? Here's a guide showing how, from what 
to pack (gum--then you won't have to brush your teeth) to how to survive (don't think about 
your cozy bed). Ultimately, though, readers will see that there really is no place like home.  
 

  

 

Disaster Strikes: Blizzard Night (2014, series)  By Marlane Kennedy 

A winter trip in the remote Michigan wilderness seemed like the perfect way for Jayden to get 
to know his new foster family. Though he doesn't have much in common with siblings Maggie 
and Connor, he's hoping they'll get to like each other over snow mobile races and steaming 
mugs of cocoa.  But when the snow really starts to come down, the family van crashes and the 
three kids must go out into the bleak, white storm to search for help.  

 

 

Ivy and Bean (2007, series) By Annie Barrows and Sophie Blackall 
 

The moment they saw each other, Bean and Ivy knew they wouldn't be friends. But when Bean 
plays a joke on her sister, Nancy, and has to hide quick.  Ivy comes to the rescue, proving that 
sometimes the best of friends are people never meant to like each other. Vibrant characters 
and lots of humor make this a charming and addictive introduction to Ivy and Bean. 

 

 

Fortunately the Milk (2015) By Neil Gaiman 
 

I bought the milk," said my father. "I walked out of the corner shop, and heard a noise like this: 
t h u m m t h u m m. I looked up and saw a huge silver disc hovering in the air above Marshall 
Road." 

"Hullo," I said to myself. "That's not something you see every day. And then something odd 
happened." 

 

The Lemonade War (2013, Series) By Jacqueline Davies 
 

For a full hour, he poured lemonade. The world is a thirsty place, he thought as he nearly 
emptied his fourth pitcher of the day. And I am the Lemonade King.  Fourth-grader Evan Treski 
is people-smart. He’s good at talking with people, even grownups. His younger sister, Jessie, on 
the other hand, is math-smart, but not especially good with people. So when the siblings’ 
lemonade stand war begins, there really is no telling who will win—or even if their fight will 
ever end. Brimming with savvy marketing tips for making money at any business, definitions of 
business terms, charts, diagrams, and even math problems, this fresh, funny, emotionally 
charged novel subtly explores how arguments can escalate beyond anyone’s intent. 



 

Heroes in Training: Zeus and the Thunderbolt of Doom (2012, series) By  Joan 
Holub and Suzanne Williams 
 

 Ten-year-old Zeus is mystified (and super-annoyed) by the fact that he keeps getting hit by 
lightning. Every. Single. Year. He also longs for adventure, as he has never been far from the 
cave where he grew up.  Zeus gets his wish—and a lot more than he bargained for—when he is 
kidnapped by dangerous, giant Titans! In self-defense, Zeus grabs the first thing he sees—an 
actual thunderbolt he pulls from a stone that is covered in mysterious markings. Zeus is the 
only one who can decipher the markings, and sets off on a quest to rescue his fellow 
Olympians from the evil Cronus. Armed with his trusty thunderbolt (named Bolt, of course), 
Zeus is on an adventure of a lifetime—and a journey to fulfill his destiny as King of the Gods. 
 

 

Nancy Clancy: Super Sleuth (2013, series) By Jane O’Connor 
 

Nancy Clancy has everything she needs to be a super sleuth (that's a fancy word for detective): 
She has a glamorous magnifying glass complete with rhinestones, a totally professional pink 
trench coat, and a sleuthing partner with awesome code-breaking skills-her best friend, Bree. 
But when crime strikes right in the middle of her classroom, will Nancy have what it takes to 
crack the case? 
 
 
 

 

Sidney & Sydney; Third Grade Mix-Up  By  Michelle Jakubowski 
 

When Sidney Fletcher moves to Oak Grove, things get a little strange for Sydney Greene. Not 
only does Sydney share a name with a boy, but he's in her third-grade class! From first-day-of-
school problems to Halloween drama, Sidney and Sydney quickly become friends. Who says 
boys and girls can't get along? 

 

Araminta Spook: The Sword in the Grotto (2014, Series) By Angie Sage 
 

Sir Horace is about to turn five hundred years old! Araminta and Wanda need to find him the 
perfect gift. Araminta finds an ancient sword in a grotto hidden under her haunted house and 
it should be a cinch to get it. But she wasn't planning on the nasty surprise of a portcullis-trap 
and a rising tide in the grotto. 
 
 

 

Smashie McPerter and the Mystery of Room 11 (2015) By N. Griffin 

The day the hamster disappears from Smashie McPerter’s class begins like any other. Well, 
except for the fact that the teacher is out sick and Smashie’s class is stuck with Mr. Carper, the 
worst substitute in the world. And except for the mysterious business with the glue. And 
except for the fact that Smashie is wrestling with a terrible problem, which only partly stems 
from her extreme aversion to hamster feet. As the peaceable and productive days of Room 11 
turn into paranoia-fueled chaos, as natural suspects produce natural alibis and motives remain 
unmotivated, Smashie and her best friend, Dontel, are forced to the limits of their parlor-room 
detecting to set things right. 

 

Non-fiction 



 

Some Writer!: The Story of E.B. White (2016) By Melissa Sweet 
 

SOME PIG," Charlotte the spider's praise for Wilbur, is just one fondly remembered 
snippet from E. B. White's Charlotte's Web . In Some Writer! , the two-time Caldecott 
Honor winner Melissa Sweet mixes White's personal letters, photos, and family ephemera 
with her own exquisite artwork to tell his story, from his birth in 1899 to his death in 
1985. Budding young writers will be fascinated and inspired by the journalist, New Yorker 
contributor, and children's book author who loved words his whole life. This authorized 
tribute is the first fully illustrated biography of E. B. White and includes an afterword by 
Martha White, E. B. White's granddaughter. 

 

 

Martina & Chrissie: The Greatest Rivalry in the History of Sports (2017) By 
Phil Bildner (author) and Brett Helquist (illustrator) 
 

Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert come from completely different places and play 
tennis in completely different ways. Chrissie is the all-American girl: practiced, poised, 
with perfect technique. Martina hails from Czechoslovakia, a Communist country, and her 
game is ruled by emotion. Everything about them is different, except one thing: they both 
want to be the best. But as their intense rivalry grows, something else begins to swing 
into place, and a friendship forms that will outlast all their tennis victories. Phil Bildner 
and Brett Helquist tell the engaging true story of these two masters of the court as they 
win title after title — and, most importantly, the hearts of the fans. 
 

 

I See a Kookaburra: Discovering Animal Habitats Around the World (2016) By 
Steve Jenkins 
 

Whether in the sky, on the land, or in the sea, animals live in all sorts of fascinating 
environments. Discover six of the most intriguing habitats, and have fun pinpointing the 
camouflaged critters hiding within them in this interactive and informative picture book 
full of furry, feathery, and ferocious creatures. 
 

 

Animals By the Numbers: A Book of Infographics (2016) By Steve Jenkins 
 

How many species are there across the globe? 
How much do all of the insects in the world collectively weigh? 
How far can animals travel? 
Steve Jenkins answers these questions and many more with numbers, images, innovation, 
and authoritative science in his latest work of illustrated nonfiction. Jenkins layers his 
signature cut-paper illustrations alongside computer graphics and a text that is teeming 
with fresh, unexpected, and accurate zoological information ready for readers to easily 
devour. The level of scientific research paired with Jenkins' creativity and accessible 
infographics is unmatched and sure to wow fans old and new. 

 

 

Burp!: The Most Interesting Book You’ll Ever Read About Eating (2001) By 
Diane Swanson (author) and Rose Cowles (illustrator) 
 

In Burp!, kids discover all kinds of fascinating facts about food and eating, such as what 
food is made of, how your body breaks it down, why you have cravings, how sight and 
smell affect what you taste and lots more. 
Did you know? 



? You use energy even when you are asleep --- 65 calories an hour, in fact. 
? France's Michel Lotito (a.k.a. Mr. Eat Everything) eats bicycles, chandeliers, wooden 
coffins and light airplanes for a living! 
 

 

Are You An Art Sleuth?: Look, Discover, Learn (2016) By Brooke DiGiovanni 
Evans 
 

Each of the twenty full-page paintings, drawn from museums around the world, are fun, 
lively, and full of small details, that can be spotted, counted and checked off a list of 
things to find. Invite children to see what they can discover when they look at art very 
closely. 
Following each close-up is an accompanying spread full of fun facts and activities related 
to the painting and the story it tells. Prepared by a member of the education staff of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the facts and historical bits are specially selected and 
written to engage young children and encourage them to come in closer and have fun 
looking at art. 

 
 

 

And the Winner Is… Amazing Animal Athletes (2013) By Etta Kaner (author) 
and David Anderson (illustrator) 
 

As this informational picture book by award-winning author Etta Kaner begins, 
sportscasters Walrus and Cockatoo are setting the stage: Welcome to the World Animal 
Games --- that's WAG for short. Top athletes from habitats around the world will be 
competing for the gold!  Along with some comic relief, the pair then provide the play-by-
play for the seven sporting events covered in the book. With a total of twenty-eight 
animals competing, each event, from high jump to weightlifting and swimming, pits a 
different group of four against one another. Readers are given stats for each competitor 
and are invited to guess who will win. Then they turn the page and find out who won and, 
importantly, why.  
 

 

How Do You Burp in Space?: And Other Tips Every Space Tourist Needs to 
Know (2013) By Susan E. Goodman and Michael Slack 
 

Want to blast into orbit? Walk on the moon? Snag a personal photo of a shooting star? 
Well your time is coming! And when it does, you're going to need How Do You Burp in 
Space?  This guide is filled with the kind of information you'd need to plan any vacation 
including what to pack (hint: no bubble bath or juggling balls!); what to expect from your 
accommodations (a sleeping bag attached to the wall), and what to do for fun (leapfrog 
on the moon!). Grounded in the history of space travel and the planned future of space 
tourism, this guide book will leave young adventurers daydreaming about future 
intergalactic space vacations. Get ready to rock your rocketship! 

 

 

Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear (2015) By 
Lindsay Mattick and Sophie Blackall 
 

During World War I, Captain Harry Colebourn, a Canadian veterinarian on his way to serve 
with cavalry units in Europe, rescued a bear cub in White River, Ontario. He named the 
bear Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to war. 
Harry Colebourn's real-life great-granddaughter Lindsay Mattick recounts their incredible 



journey, from a northern Canadian town to a convoy across the ocean to an army base in 
England . . . and finally to the London Zoo, where Winnie made a new friend: a boy named 
Christopher Robin. 
 

 

Bill the Boy Wonder: The Secret Co-creator of Batman (2012) By Marc Tyler 
Nobleman and Ty Templeton 
 

Every Batman story is marked with the words "Batman created by Bob Kane." But that 
isn't the whole truth. A struggling writer named Bill Finger was involved from the 
beginning. Bill helped invent Batman, from concept to costume to character. He dreamed 
up Batman's haunting origins and his colorful nemeses. Despite his brilliance, Bill worked 
in obscurity. It was only after his death that fans went to bat for Bill, calling for 
acknowledgment that he was co-creator of Batman. 
 

 

Animals on the Edge: Elephant (2012, series) By Anna Claybourne 
 

Animals on the Edge takes a dramatic look at endangered animals around the world, and 
what is being done to help them. Each book focuses on a different species, taking the 
reader on a journey to learn about what is being done to help animals in danger, both in 
the wild and at the zoo. From investigating daily routines, such as how animals hunt and 
what they eat, to hard-hitting facts about the causes of species extinction in the wild and 
how conservation efforts and zoo programmes can help, these books are packed with 
exciting real-life tales and inside information as well as amazing photography throughout. 
Presented in a magazine style, through accessible chunks of information, and packed full 
of full-colour photos and graphics, this exciting, high-interest series will appeal to 
reluctant and able readers alike, with key links to the geography curriculum. Includes 
feature panels with animal stats, facts and real-life rescue stories as well as further 
information on what readers can do to get involved. 
 

 

The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus (2014) By Jen Bryant 
 

For shy young Peter Mark Roget, books were the best companions -- and it wasn’t long 
before Peter began writing his own book. But he didn’t write stories; he wrote lists. Peter 
took his love for words and turned it to organizing ideas and finding exactly the right word 
to express just what he thought. His lists grew and grew, eventually turning into one of 
the most important reference books of all time. 

 

 

I am Helen Keller (2015, series) By Brad Meltzer 
 

When Helen Keller was very young, she got a rare disease that made her deaf and blind. 
Suddenly, she couldn't see or hear at all, and it was hard for her to communicate with 
anyone. But when she was six years old, she met someone who change her life forever: 
her teacher, Annie Sullivan. With Miss Sullivan's help, Helen learned how to speak sign 
language and read Braille. Armed with the ability to express herself, Helen grew up to 
become a social activist, leading the fight for people with disabilities and so many other 
causes.  
 



 

11 Experiments That Failed (2011) By Jenny Offill 
 

Is it possible to eat snowballs doused in ketchup—and nothing else—all winter? Can a 
washing machine wash dishes? By reading the step-by-step instructions, kids can discover 
the answers to such all-important questions along with the book's curious narrator. Here 
are 12 "hypotheses," as well as lists of "what you need," "what to do," and "what 
happened" that are sure to make young readers laugh out loud as they learn how to 
conduct science experiments (really!).  

 

 

Do Tornadoes Really Twist: Questions and Answers About Tornadoes and 
Hurricanes (2000, Series) By Melvin and Gilda Berger 
 

Provides answers to a variety of questions about tornadoes and hurricanes, including 
Where do most tornadoes strike, and How long do hurricanes last?  This title from 
Scholastic’s Question and Answer Series provides answers to more than 75 questions 
about these deadly storms.  Great series and you really can’t go wrong with any non-
fiction title by Melvin and Gilda Berger. 
 
 

 

Toilet: How It Works (2013, Series) By David Macauley 
 

Everyone knows what a toilet is for, right? But what exactly happens after you flush? 
Where does our waste go, and how is it made safe? With his unique blend of informative 
text and illustration, David Macaulay takes readers on a tour of the bathroom, plumbing, 
and the sewer system, from the familiar family toilet to the mysterious municipal water 
treatment plant. 
 
 
 
 

 

War Dogs (2015) By Kathryn Seibert 
 

Winston Churchill, the prime minister of England during World War II, was one of the 
greatest wartime leaders of the modern era. While he is often likened to the English 
bulldog due to his tenacious personality and even his physical resemblance to the breed, 
Mr. Churchill was actually a devoted poodle owner and held quite an affinity for his 
miniature poodle, Rufus, who withstood the trials of World War II by his owner’s side.  
Readers follow Rufus and Winston’s friendship through major events in World War II—
from the bombings of London and the invasion of Normandy to post-war reconstruction.  

 

 

Fractions in Disguise (2014) By Edward Einhorn and David Clark 
 

When a valuable fraction goes missing, George Cornelius Factor (a.k.a. GCF) vows to track 
it down. Knowing that the villainous Dr. Brok likes to disguise his ill-begotten fractions, 
GCF invents a Reducer—a tool that strips away the disguise, reducing the fraction and 
revealing its true form. Equal parts of action and humor add up to a wholly entertaining 
introduction to simplifying fractions. 
 
 
 



 

Feathers: Not Just for Flying (2015) By Melissa Stewart and Sarah Brannen 
 

Young naturalists meet sixteen birds in this elegant introduction to the many uses of 
feathers. A concise main text highlights how feathers are not just for flying. More curious 
readers are invited to explore informative sidebars, which underscore specific ways each 
bird uses its feathers for a variety of practical purposes. A scrapbook design showcases 
life-size feather illustrations. 
 

 

Animals Like Us (2005) Published by Doring Kindersley 
 

Take a walk on the wild side with this unique look at the lives of endangered animals. Did 
you know that manatees have been mistaken for mermaids, or that anteaters eat 30,000 
bugs every day? Readers can learn about the ways in which animals look, move, and 
communicate while they explore the complex problems that face each species from the 
animals¹ point of view. Animals Like Us is an entertaining and thought-provoking book 
that will appeal to all children of all ages. 

 

 

Official Detective’s Handbook (2014) By Anne Civardi, Judy Hindley, Angela 
Wilkes, Donald Rumbelow and Heather Amery 

 
Train yourself to be a great detective with this humorous, handy pocket guide packed 
with hints, tips and advice on how to be an intrepid, quick-thinking super-sleuth. Test 
your observational skills, learn how to crack codes, discover how to identify people by 
their fingerprints or handwriting, find out how to examine witnesses and look for clues. 
This is a great gift for any child with a sense of daring and adventure. 
 
 

 

Official Spy’s Handbook (2014) By Falcon Travis and Colin King 
 

Everything a good spy needs to know about secret codes, disguises, shadowing and 
observation skills. This essential guide to spying is packed with useful skills and tips, such 
as shaking off a trail, scrambling secret messages and creating amazing disguises. A brand 
new edition of a much-loved Usborne classic, sure to entertain and delight a new 
generation of spies 

 

Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanual Ofosu Yeboah (2015) By 
Laurie Ann Thompson 
 

Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most people—
but not by his mother, who taught him to reach for his dreams. As a boy, Emmanuel 
hopped to school more than two miles each way, learned to play soccer, left home at age 
thirteen to provide for his family, and, eventually, became a cyclist. He rode an 
astonishing four hundred miles across Ghana in 2001, spreading his powerful message: 
disability is not inability. Today, Emmanuel continues to work on behalf of the disabled. \ 
 



 

The Usborne Book of Secret Codes (1997) By Eileen O’Brien 
 

The Usborne Book of Secret Codes features all kinds of codes and secret writing to learn, 
gadgets that young readers can make for coding and decoding messages and hints on 
how to pass top secret information without it being intercepted. 

 


